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Synopsis

Some years since, the present writer, in pursuing his studies in the Bible, reached a portion which
consisted largely of Proper Names, and at once he was confronted with the fact, that a considerable
and, to him, important portion of the Bible was untranslated.Fully persuaded that & cewhatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning,a « and that & ceall Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrineé « (Rom. 15:4, 2 Tim. 3:16); and hence that there
could be no idle word in Goda ™s Book; he set about preparing an accurate, alphabetical list of all
the Proper Names of the Old and New Testaments with a view to securing the best possible
renderings of the same.Fortunately, there was ready access to the works of Cruden, Long, Oliver,
Young, Wilkinson, Charnock, McClintock & Strong, Smitha ™s Bible Dictionary, Abbotta ™s
Dictionary, Imperial Bible Dictionary, Encyclopaedia Biblica, and, before the list was complete,
Stronga ™s Concordance, Tregelles, F. W. Grant, and others.At the end of about three years, the
writer had obtained a meaning for nearly every proper name in the Bible, and, on the
recommendation of friends, began preparations for publishing the results of his labours for the
benefit of others similarly interested.His plan was to arrange the names alphabetically, as spelled in
our common English Bibles, attaching the meanings he had found in the order in which he
considered them to have weight, i.e., in the order in which he considered their sources to be
authoritative.At the end of this part of his work, ere he went to press with his new Onomasticon, it
occurred to him to experiment a little with some of the meanings he had secured in order to see how
they would work in the elucidation of some of those passages which had first suggested the need of
his researches.The result was as perplexing as it was curious; in some cases no less than twelve
different, not to say opposite, meanings were given to the same name by the same writer. But
which, if any one of them, was the English equivalent of the Hebrew or Greek name under
consideration?That was the important question, to determine which. A few of these names were
subjected to rigid, etymological analysis during which two discoveries were made, viz.:1. That not
one of these onomasticographers could be depended upon throughout his whole list of names.2.
That & ceevery Scripture was God-inspired... that the man of God may be perfect, fully fitted to every
good work.a « (2 Tim. 3:16-17 & “ literal rendering)A new start was made; all meanings were
discarded and each name was traced to its own roots in the original tongue and the meaning
derived according to the etymological rules and usage of the language in which it was written.In the
present work all current authorities have been used or consulted, such as Robinsona ™s Gesenius,
Fuersta ™s Hebrew Lexicon, Davidsona ™s Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, Daviesa ™ Hebrew

Lexicon and, now that it is completed, the learned and laborious Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon by



Brown, Driver & Briggs as well as Tregelles and some others for portions.For the New Testament
names, the Greek Lexicons of Liddell & Scott and Parkhurst have been mainly relied upon.The one
controlling idea in the preparation of this work has been to provide the English-speaking reader with
an exact, literal equivalent of the original Hebrew, Chaldee (Aramaic), or Greek name, and this the
reader may expect to find.In each and every case the author has compared his rendering with the
rendering given by the onomasticographers above mentioned and, where he differs from them, he is
quite prepared to give a satisfactory reason for the difference to anyone competent to form a
judgment.Where such different rendering is possible or plausible he has not failed to give it a place

with his own.
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Customer Reviews

Names really do have a special meaning Interesting and fun to read

Excellent tool for studying the proper names in the scriptures and has also come invery handy when
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This little book is packed with definitions of proper names found in the Bible. The alphabetical listing
with single word or short phrase definitions makes it extremely easy to use. There is a useful

pronunciation guide at the end of the preface.

Thanks very interesting. Will recommend this book to everyone. Quite useful. Stowed away in my

personal library Thanks again - The world should be reading but then that’s the big hoax.

awesome tool for bible study- peoples names and places names mean something example- Mt

Ararat means" the curse reversed"

A must have! A gem of a book!

Very helpful. My grandson’s name is Isaac which means he will laugh...boy was he well named!

| purchased this as a gift for my husband. He had been looking for this book. He is enjoying it,

according to him.
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